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The pursuit of wealth generally diverts men of great
talents and of great passions from the pursuit of power,
and it very frequently happens that a man does not
undertake to direct the fortune of the State until he
has discovered his incompetence to conduct his own
affairs. The vast number of very ordinary men who
occupy public stations is quite as attributable to these
causes as to the bad choice of the democracy. In the
United States, I am not sure that the people would
return the men of superior abilities who might solicit
its support, but it is certain that men of this descrip-
tion do not come forward.
In two different kinds of government the magis-
trates exercise a considerable degree of arbitrary
power ; namely, under the absolute government of
a single individual, and under that of a democracy.
This identical result proceeds from causes which are
nearly analogous.
In despotic States the fortune of no citizen is
secure ; and public officers are not more safe than
private individuals. The sovereign, who has under
his control the lives, the property, and sometimes the
honour of the men whom he employs, does not scruple
to allow them a great latitude of action, because he is
convinced that they will not use it to his prejudice.
In despotic States the sovereign is so attached to the
exercise of his power that he dislikes the constraint
even of his owrn regulations ; and he is well pleased
that his agents should follow a somewrhat fortuitous
line of conduct, provided he be certain that their
actions will never counteract his desires.
In democracies, as the majority has every year the
right of depriving the officers whom it has appointed
of their power, it has no reason to fear any abuse
of their authority. As the people is always able to
signify its wishes to those who conduct the Govern-